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In a year full of challenges,
the christopher team 

chose to find cheer 
and celebrate joy.

This book is meant to 
share some of the happiness 

we found in 2020. 

always 
remember to



My cheer was having my girls in August!

- Amber Aksterowicz



The second annual Capretti christopher fishing 
expediton has to be the highlight of 2020. 

Above is our group with our fish and the 
Sandy Point Shoal lighthouse behind us.

This is our dinner 
afterwards

- Bum Phillips, PE

 



Startng my new job at 
christopher has been my 

cheer for the year!

-Ali Downes, PHR



So happy to be a Grandmother for the first tme.
Corbin Everett

born 12-4-2020 at 7 pounds 3 ounces
to my youngest daughter, Kelly.

- Ann Germain, PE



I had a lot of cheer this past year!
I got a sheepadoodle puppy, 

I got engaged and my 
fiancée Sara and I bought a house!

- Eli Goldman, PE



I bought a condo this year.

Also, I really enjoyed 
“The Queen’s Gambit” 
and “Enola Holmes” on 

Netflix.

-Nami Huggins



I passed my
Professional

Engineer
Exam.

- Ronald King, 
Jr., PE



The best thing that 
happened to me this 

year was my 
marriage! 

It rained the whole tme 
and our guest list was 

constrained to no more 
than 30 people, but we 

made the best of it. 
Alexandra and I have 
been together for 8 
years total but were 
finally able to te the 
knot this year despite 
the pandemic. We are 
happy to have one 

another 
through these 

crazy tmes.

- William Ramsey



One of our 2020 
highlights was our trip 

to Disney 
at the beginning of 

February.

There is something 
extra special about 
experiencing Disney          
through the 
eyes of our 

children and the 
Happiest Place on 

Earth lived up to its 
reputaton. 

Our 3 girls loved 
meetng ALL the Disney 
princesses, Matt loved 

exploring Star Wars 
World and I loved the 
memories made that 

carried us through the 
rest of the year.

- Marie Purkert

 



My wife and I moved 
to Charleston, South Carolina 

- Carter Stegmann, EIT



My husband and I bought our 
first house.

-Jennifer Baird



My family is always 
my cheer!
- Bill Zink, PE



I want to cheer my mother-in-law.
She underwent a (non-COVID) respiratory 

operaton in December 2019 and then 
caught COVID while recovering in a NY 

hospital in January.  

Thank God, she was able to come down 
to Virginia early in 2020 (where her 

two daughers live), where she fully 
recovered from COVID and is now 

recovering well from her lung operaton.

She’s been staying with us and has been 
a tremendous help for us and a joy                 

all year!  

I’ve been learning a lot of traditonal 
Chinese dishes from her, and have to say she 

makes the tastest handmade dumplings, 
hands down!

- Patrick Kim



After 10 years of dreaming, I finally got on stage and 
performed my first standup comedy set. It went better than I could 

have ever imagined, and I had my best friends supportng me. 

Since I decided a global pandemic was the best tme to fulfil my 
dream, gigs were canceled as soon as I got them. I decided to host 

my own virtual standup show to benefit Toys for Tots with two 
other (better known) comics. We asked attendees to donate at 
least $3 and we raised  $253!! The audience voted to shop 
local, so I purchased all the toys at G. Willikers in Warrenton, VA 

and delivered them to the Warrenton Fire Department.

Click here for 45 seconds of cheer! 

-Jessica Gillette, CPSM
 

https://vimeo.com/488499004/cc4a2484f9


My sister decided 
to move back from 

Colorado where she was 
living for 3 years. 

She’s now only a 
couple hours away!

-Tiffany 
Caceres, PE



My cheer was the Virtual Birthday Party we 
had for my 4-year-old Theo.

We were happy to stumble on this opton from the                      
Children’s Science Center in Fairfax. They sent us a list of 

materials to do a science experiment together and we also 
got to have a chat with a snake. It was pure chaos 

but Theo loved seeing all of his friends and he got to feel 
special on his birthday while everyone stayed safe at home.

- Staci Vega, CPSM

 



We bought a house! 
(the one with the blue door) 

- Moustafa Qaddora, PE



Back in January (pre-COVID), my husband 
and I spent a month in Hawaii – the last 
stop in our trip around the world. We spent 
two weeks in Kauai (the best island). My 
favorite moment was when we hiked the 
Awa’awapuhi Trail and arrived at the sweep-
ing views of the Na Pali Coastline. We could 
even see whales swimming in the distance.

-Katherine Mujkic



After being born 5 weeks early, my son Jacob had a long 
road his first year after we got home from the NICU 

(nothing like scheduling two surgical procedures, a CT scan 
and having a brain surgery scare during a pandemic!)

 He’s been behind on milestones his whole first year but 
yesterday he took his first steps! 

I think 2021 he’s going to be unstoppable! 
- Allison Lore

 



One of my daughters 
had her first child in 
September and my 

youngest daughter has 
twins on the way 

due in June.

I’m going to be a very
busy grandpa!

- Ronald King, Sr.



My wife and I bought our first house 
in Charlotte, NC. We moved down in July.

- Matt Smith



After COVID put our kitchen remodel 
on hold twice, it was finally finished 

and is better than I could have 
ever dreamed! The contractors 

brought my design to reality!!  

- Leah Lewis



I ate at my 1st Michelin Star 
restaurant. One silver lining I have 
found to quarantne – a lot more 
restaurants have added takeout 

optons which has made them more accessible as far as 
pricing and reservatons. 

For restaurant week, my husband and I were able to get 
takeout from Masseria in DC. It was an incredible 
three course meal and probably the best “takeout” I’ve 
ever had! I can’t wait to be able to eat in restaurants 
again but this has been a fun way to try new things. 

- Staci Vega, CPSM



Having an “office” with a balcony door 
so I can get fresh air (home)

• 
Finding a TV show that we loved and 

kept us entertained for weeks
• 

Getting a haircut - a memorable day 
since it’s only happened twice this year

• 
Appreciatng hiking a bit more since it’s 
been a salvaton actvity and thankful 

we have a great park close by
• 

Saving some money!

-Ruth Fields



I was able to enjoy 
accompanying my 
son on parts of his 
through hike of the 
Appalachian Trail, 

including the 
4-state challenge 

(hiking from 
Pennsylvania through 
Maryland and West 

Virginia and into 
Virginia in one day). 
We’re pictured here 

near the highest point 
in Virginia at Grayson 
Highlands State Park. 
It was very cloudy but 

beautful views! 

- Ann Germain, PE



Blair and I have been taking Tae Kwon Do together for 
about 3.5 years and we got our black belts 

together last November. 
In-person classes stopped in March, so we did Zoom 
classes for 3 months or so before startng back with 

masks and social distancing. We couldn’t do any 
sparring, so the instructors came up with “one-steps” 
that imitate the movements of taking down someone. 

We’re now going for 2nd Degree.

- Mike Kitchen, PE



We sold our 
townhouse 
(first house) 
and bought 
a detached 

house this past 
summer and 

spent 
3 months 

renovatng the 
kitchen/main 

level after 
moving in.

- Katie 
McDaniel , 

PE



We hope that 2021 
brings even more cheer 

and reasons to celebrate .

The christopher team 
wishes everyone a year 

full of Peace, Joy, Kindness,
Happiness, Equality 

and most of all, love


